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Editorial

Editorial

Dear All,

The corona pandemic has also had an effect on work at the Cluster of Excellence “Religion 
and Politics”. With regret, we have had to postpone many events, including the lecture series 
“Dynamics of Religion” with the Egyptologist and Hans Blumenberg Visiting Professor Jan 
Assmann. Research trips will also have to wait, which for many of us is a real disappointment. 
But in the meantime we are using digital formats to continue our interdisciplinary projects 
and working groups. The current crisis is also raising new questions: a new Research Cloud, 
“Epidemics”, is adopting the perspective of many disciplines and epochs to investigate how 
interpretations of epidemics have changed over time, and the specific way in which religious, 
political and scientific communities and institutions deal with epidemics.

We have also contributed our diverse expertise from the humanities and social sciences to 
the public debate on the corona pandemic in recent weeks: with media contributions, for 
example, on the basic moral orientation of pandemic policy, on the suspension of fundamen-
tal rights, on how epidemics were dealt with in the past, on the crisis as something that unites 
or divides society, on rituals and fears, and on the relationships between science, politics, and 
the media.

The research programme of the Cluster of Excellence has also seen the emergence of other 
working groups, most recently Research Clouds on processes of “remembering and forget-
ting” in religious change, and on the competition between social forms of religion as a motor 
of religious history. The projects brought together in the Research Cloud “Digital Humani-
ties” are developing digital editions of authoritative religious texts that will allow us to trace 
the history of their origin and transmission.

Further news can be found in the sections Research news and Individual staff. For exam-
ple, the John Templeton Foundation has awarded funding to sociologists of religion from 
the Cluster of Excellence to conduct an international project on the transmission of religion 
between generations. The group of researchers from five countries will receive almost 1.8 
million euros until 2022. Moreover, Jewish, Christian and Islamic theologians and religious 
educationists have prepared a discussion paper on interreligious religious education that takes 
into account the growing diversity of the religious landscape.

Other research results have also been reflected in publications, including new volumes in 
our “Blumenberg Lectures” series by sociologists Mark Juergensmeyer (Krieg und Religion,  
War and Religion) and Jóhann Páll Árnason (Weltliche Autonomie und Religion in der Konsti-
tution der Moderne, Secular Autonomy and Religion in the Constitution of Modernity).

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/forschung/forschungsprogramm.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/forschung/research_clouds.html
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The Cluster of Excellence’s Graduate School has seen work begin in the new doctoral pro-
jects, which range from religious diversity in the Roman Middle East, to the rededication  
of buildings in medieval Spain, the political work of Protestant parliamentarians, and dis-
courses on homosexuality in present-day Tanzania. Numerous dissertations have also been 
published in recent months, and information on these can be found in the section Early- 
career researchers.

The Cluster of Excellence is also breaking new ground in research communication. The in-
service training course “Specialist Journalist in Religion”, the first of its kind in the country, is 
designed to qualify young media professionals to report about religions in pluralized societies 
in a nuanced and critical manner. We hope that this will also strengthen specialist and aca-
demic journalism. With the support of the German Rectors’ Conference, the Archaeological 
Museum of the University of Münster and the Cluster of Excellence have brought to the fore 
the small disciplines of the humanities, such as Jewish Studies, Islamic Studies, and Egypto-
logy, with the exhibition “Small Disciplines – Great Potential” – both in the museum itself, 
as well as on Twitter and Instagram. It has now become a permanent exhibition in German 
language on the Cluster Web: picture videos, stories and sharepics depict a wide range of 
research findings, from antiquity to the present day, and from China to the USA. 

An insight into the Cluster’s work can also be gained through its new image brochure, which 
is available free of charge in German and English (at religionundpolitik@uni-muenster.
de). The title of the brochure and this newsletter is shaped by the Cluster of Excellence’s new 
key visual, “Dynamics of Religion”, in which the graphic designer and artist Stefan Matlik 
illustrates our research focus with motifs and writings from various religions and epochs.

The Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics” is mourning the loss of its colleague Dr. 
Thomas Lentes, who died in Münster on 4 May 2020. The theologian and historian studied 
in the Cluster the forms of expression of piety and its mediation in bodily and pictorial 
structures in the Middle Ages and early modern period. With Thomas Lentes, we are losing 
an extremely competent and inspiring colleague whose contributions and comments, whose 
commitment in personal interaction, will be sorely missed.

We thank you for your interest

P.S. If you have not already done so, follow the Cluster of Excellence’s social media  
channels @religionpolitik (Twitter) and @religionundpolitik (Instagram). 

To recommend the newsletter (in German and English), use this subscription link:  
www.religion-und-politik.de/presse/newsletter.shtml.

Prof. Dr. Nils Jansen
Speaker of the Cluster of 
Excellence

Dr. Iris Fleßenkämper
Managing Director of the 
Cluster of Excellence

Viola van Melis
Head of Research  
Communication

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/graduiertenschule/index.shtml 
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/aktuelles/schwerpunkte/kleinefaecher/index.html 
mailto:religionundpolitik%40uni-muenster.de?subject=
mailto:religionundpolitik%40uni-muenster.de?subject=
https://twitter.com/religionpolitik
https://www.instagram.com/religionundpolitik/
http://www.religion-und-politik.de/presse/newsletter.shtml
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Explanations of the pandemic from the 
perspective of the humanities
How is the corona pandemic changing our society? In 
recent weeks, the Cluster of Excellence has provided 
public debates with a great deal of expertise from the 
humanities and social sciences: with contributions on 
fundamental moral questions and the suspension of 
basic rights, on earlier epidemics, on the crisis as somet-
hing that unites or divides society, on rituals and fears, 
and on the relationships between science, politics, and 
the media. We invite you to read a collection of guest 
contributions, reports and interviews from various 
disciplines and perspectives in print and online media 
as well as radio and television.

A new working group at the Cluster of Excellence is 
also dealing with the issue of Epidemics. The Research 
Cloud adopts the perspective of many disciplines and 
epochs to investigate how interpretations of epidemics 
have changed over time, and is exploring above all the 
specific way in which religious, political and scientific 
communities and institutions deal with epidemics. The 
aim is to unite the interdisciplinary knowledge in the 
Cluster of Excellence on this issue and to seek impulses 
for further work, including on the social dynamics of 
religion in times of crisis. Read more

“Politics and courts need moral  
compass from us”
According to the legal scholar Nils Jansen, the moral 
questions raised by the corona crisis should not be 
left to politics, the courts and science alone. Rather, 
argues Jansen, Speaker of the University of the Cluster 
of Excellence, society – “and this means us” – needs 
a common moral orientation, even if the struggle for 
such an orientation has become unpopular. Neither 
governments nor courts can manage in the long run 
“without the compass of public morality”. Whether it is 
the pressing medical-ethical questions in the clinics, the 
rents paid by retailers, the bankruptcy that businesses 
in shutdown face, the lack of workers for the harvest 
season, or the reimbursement for holidays and cultural 
events – the legal situation is not as clear-cut as many 
may believe. Read more

News from the Cluster of Excellence

Reflections on the corona pandemic

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2020/aktuell/Corona_Pandemie_Expertise_aus_dem_Exzellenzcluster.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2020/aktuell/Corona_Pandemie_Expertise_aus_dem_Exzellenzcluster.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2020/aktuell/News_Neue_Research_Cloud_Epidemien.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2020/aktuell/Corona_Pandemie_Expertise_aus_dem_Exzellenzcluster.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2020/aktuell/PM_Corona_und_die_oeffentliche_Moral.html
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Corona survey: psychologists examine 
the influence of the crisis on society
The psychologist Mitja Back from the Cluster of Excel-
lence is working with a research group to investigate
how the corona crisis is affecting the attitudes, feelings
and behaviour of people in everyday life. The aim of
the study is to analyze what influence the current crisis
is having on people’s attitudes, feelings and behaviour.
In addition, the results can provide information on the
individual and social factors.

Conferences and evening talks held by the Cluster of Excellence cancelled until the end 
of May – Lecture series “Dynamics of Religiosity” also cancelled for the time being
In accordance with the University of Münster’s corona regulations, the Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics” 
has cancelled all conferences, public lectures and evening talks that had been planned for the period up to 31 May 
2020. However, basic research in the projects of the Cluster of Excellence will continue as far as is feasible. The 
academic and public events that have to be cancelled in the summer semester include:

•	 19 May 2020 Lecture series “Dynamics of  
Religiosity”, Speaker: Prof. Dr. Hartmann Tyrell, 
Bielefeld University, Organization: Prof. Dr.  
Nils Jansen, Speaker of the Cluster of Excellence

•	 26 May 2020 Lecture series “Dynamics of  
Religiosity”, Speaker: Prof. Dr. Barbara Stollberg-
Rilinger, Cluster of Excellence and Institute for 
Advanced Study Berlin, Organization: Prof. Dr. 
Nils Jansen, Speaker of the Cluster of Excellence

•	 16 June 2020 Lecture „Religion und Kultur:  
Ägypten - Israel - Abendland“, Prof. Dr. Jan  
Assmann

•	 1 April 2020 International Conference “Islam  
and Enlightenment”, Organization: Mouhanad 
Khorchide, Islamic Theology

•	 5 May 2020 Start of the lecture series “Dynamics 
of Religiosity”, Speaker: Prof. Dr. Andreas Thier, 
University of Zurich, Organization: Prof. Dr. Nils 
Jansen, Speaker of the Cluster of Excellence

•	 11-12 May 2020 Evening talk and masterclass, 
Speakers: Prof. Dr. Jean and Prof. Dr. John  
Comaroff, Harvard University, Organization:  
Dorothea Schulz, Ethnology

The Cluster of Excellence at the University of Münster

French ambassador finds out about Campus of Religions  
French ambassador Anne-Marie Descôtes came to the University of Müns-
ter to find out about the planned Campus of Religions. The Campus will 
bring the wide range of institutions for religious studies currently scatte-
red throughout the city of Münster together in a large, centrally located 
complex of buildings. Starting in 2023, it will bring together Protestant, 
Catholic, Orthodox and Islamic theology, as well as institutions of non-de-
nominational religious research such as the University’s Centre for Religion 
and Modernity (CRM), and is intended to promote interdisciplinary and 
interreligious dialogue.

© WWU - MünsterView

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/forschung/zukunft/campus/index.html
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Forschungs-News

New research clouds are extending  
the Cluster of Excellence’s research  
programme

Besides the Research Cloud “Epidemics”, the Cluster 
of Excellence’s research programme, which is dedica-
ted to the “Dynamics of Tradition and Innovation”, 
now comprises three further working groups: namely, 
“Remembering and forgetting”, “Does the competition 
between social forms of religion drive religious histo-
ry?” and “Digital Humanities”. The first investigates 
how social remembering and forgetting both enable 
and prevent religious change; the second, the historical 
development of churches and sects, and their respective 
strategies for managing the lives of their members; and 
the third, the historical character of religious texts, espe-
cially their genesis and history of transmission in the 
dynamic tension between tradition and innovation.

Other research clouds examine overarching themes 
such as ambiguity and decisionmaking, migration and 
diaspora, and theological doctrine and lived religiosity. 
The research clouds are part of the research programme, 
in which 140 researchers from more than 20 disciplines 
in the humanities and social sciences participate. They 
analyze in transepochal studies ranging from antiquity 

Research News

News from the Cluster of Excellence

to the present day the conditions and factors that make 
religion an engine of political and social change. In 
order to examine the complex object of research in a 
systematic way, the Cluster of Excellence divides it into 
several fields of research, theory platforms and research 
clouds.

How religion is transmitted in families 
Given the decline in religiosity in Western societies, 
sociologists from the University of Münster’s Cluster 
of Excellence “Religion and Politics” are carrying out 
a study in Europe and Canada to determine how and 
why religion is transmitted to the next generation in 
some families and not in others. “We know that a 
person’s religiosity depends very much on their upbrin-
ging. However, we know little about how exactly values, 
norms and patterns of interpretation are transmitted 
between the generations of a family, what leads to their 
being transmitted or not being transmitted, and how 
religiosity changes in the process”, explain the sociolo-
gists of religion Christel Gärtner and Olaf Müller from 
the Cluster of Excellence. “What is undisputed is that 
church religiosity is declining in Western countries, 
and that there is a link here to changed ideas in religi-
ous upbringing. But there is a lack of exact data and 
explanations as to why some families want or are able to 
transmit their faith and others not”. The group compri-
sing researchers from five countries will receive almost 
1.8 million euros in funding from the American John 
Templeton Foundation until 2022.

The research team will interview families in Canada, 
Finland, Germany, Hungary, and Italy in a represen-
tative survey and in qualitative interviews with family 
members from three generations (grandparents, parents 
and children). The five countries were selected on the 
basis of their historical differences in terms of religion, 
society and culture. “That church religiosity and practi-
ce have been continuously declining since the 1960s is 
empirically proven and undisputed”, says Christel Gärt-
ner. In most Western countries, religious upbringing 
and the authoritarian style of parenting have declined 
since the 1970s, and conveying the dogmatic beliefs of 
the church is no longer a primary goal in families.  
Read more

Remembering 
and forgetting

Does the competition bet-
ween social forms of religion 

drive religious history?
Digital Humanities

Epidemics

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2020/aktuell/News_Neue_Research_Cloud_Epidemien.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/forschung/forschungsprogramm.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/forschung/dynamiken_von_religion_und_politik.html 
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/okt/PM_Wie_Religion_in_Familien_weitergegeben_wird.html
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Excavation project in the ancient city of Dolice continues 
For more than 20 years, the staff of the Asia Minor Research Centre at the 
Department of Ancient History of Münster University has been investi-
gating the cultural legacy of the ancient city of Doliche in south-eastern 
Turkey. The German Research Foundation (DFG) is now funding the pro-
ject for a further three years. Under the direction of Prof Engelbert Winter, 
researchers are investigating fundamental aspects pertaining to the construc-
tion and development of the ancient city. Read more

“A leading Arabic poet, who was long virtually unknown” 
A long-term digital project to produce an edition of the complete works of 
the leading Arabic poet of his time, Ibn Nubātah al-Miṣrī, who was virtual-
ly unknown to a broader public until recently, is being launched this week 
at the University of Münster. “Our most recent research has shown him to 
be the best-known poet in Syria and Egypt in the Mamluk period (1250-
1518), a period long considered an epoch of decline, but which now turns 
out to have been a literary heyday”, explains Arabic scholar and Leibniz 
Prize winner Thomas Bauer from the Cluster of Excellence “Religion and 
Politics” at the University of Münster. He is leading the long-term project, 
which is receiving 5.9 million euros over twelve years from the German 
Research Foundation (DFG). Read more 

When law freed itself from religion and politics  
Münster legal historian Nils Jansen has presented the first comprehensive 
overview of the historical process by which law became an autonomous 
system in society, independent of religion, politics and science. Drawing on 
a rich variety of sources, the study from the WWU’s Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics” traces how law freed itself from other areas of society 
from the Middle Ages to the present day, thereby developing its own genui-
nely legal logic. The complex process of differentiation led to the complex 
relationship between law, religion and politics that we can see today.  
Read more

© Mohr Siebeck

© Forschungsstelle Asia Minor

© Thomas Bauer

https://www.uni-muenster.de/news/view.php?cmdid=10488&lang=enhttps://www.uni-muenster.de/news/view.php?cmdid=10483
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2020/aktuell/PM_Arabischer_Dichter_und_literarische_Bluetezeit_entdeckt.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/okt/PM_Als_sich_das_Recht_von_Religion_und_Politik_emanzipierte.html
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“Towards a pluralistic religious pedagogy” 
Given religious diversity in schools, Jewish, Christian and Islamic theolo-
gians and experts in religious pedagogy are calling for a religious education 
that is based on a pluralistic religious pedagogy. “Every religious community 
wants and should be able to pass on its faith to the next generation. But we 
can and should no longer teach the view today that it is only one particular 
religion that possesses the truth and that is therefore superior to all others”, 
say religious scholar and Protestant theologian Perry Schmidt-Leukel, and 
the expert in Islamic religious pedagogy Mouhanad Khorchide, both from 
the University of Münster’s Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics”. 
Together with 14 German theologians drawn mainly from the discipline of 
religious pedagogy, they have produced a discussion paper, “Dialogue and 
Transformation”. Read more

New Collaborative Research Centre “Law and Literature”
Members of the Cluster of Excellence participate in the new Collaborative 
Research Centre “Law and Literature” at the University of Münster. Legal 
scholar Prof. Dr. Fabian Wittreck is the centre’s deputy speaker. “Does the 
law need literature?” and “Does literature need the law?” – these are the 
two key questions which researchers examine in the Collaborative Research 
Centre. Read more 

© WWU - Peter Grewer

© bibor

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2020/aktuell/Auf_dem_Weg_zu_einer_pluralistischen_Religionspaedagogik.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/news/view.php?cmdid=10293&lang=en
https://www.uni-muenster.de/news/view.php?cmdid=10292&lang=de
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Events

International conference: The Qurʾān in 
its Milieu of Origin

An international conference 
organised by Islamic theologian 
Prof. Dr Mouhanad Khorchide 
has examined a ‘critical’ exe-
gesis of the Qurʾān. Different 
ways of the interpretation of 
the Qurʾān, often utmost di-
verse, have existed side by side 
ever since the emergence of the 
Muslim community. With the 
beginning of the modern age, 
Islamic scholars advocated to 

rethink traditional ways of interpretation by means of 
the adaptation of a ‘critical’ exegesis in order to unders-
tand the Qurʾānic message within modern circumstan-
ces. As a reaction to a widespread literal interpretation 
of the Qurʾān, being more focused on the wording than 
locating the Qurʾān in its historical context, an increa-
sing number of contemporary scholars of the Qurʾān 
argue for a contextualizing interpretation, placing the 
holy text in its milieu of origin, into the historical con-
text of 7th century Arabia. Read more

Conference on Spanish missionary  
Jerome Xavier 

At the conference „From 
Cultural Translation to Inter-
religious Controversy“, resear-
chers have examined life and 
thinking of Spanish missionary 
Jerome Xavier (1549-1617). 
They focussed especially on 
Xavier’s legacy of cross-cultural 
and interreligious engagement 
with Mughal India and Safavid 
Persia. Read more

Conference of the Digital Humanities pro-
jects in the Cluster of Excellence 

The Digital Humanities (DH) projects in the Cluster 
of Excellence “Religion and Politics” came together for 
an internal conference of DH projects. The participants 
outlined their research projects and described what 
data they collect, what digital programmes they use for 
evaluation, and what challenges are to be expected. The 
aim of the DH projects is to use DH methods to collect 
from various points of view religiously binding texts 
from the three major monotheistic religions, with some 
being reconstructed for the first time.

Four research projects are dealing with the digital edi-
tion of authoritative religious texts. For Christianity, the 
church historian Hubert Wolf is examining the decisi-
ons made by the magisterium of the Catholic Church, 
and the church historian Holger Strutwolf is examining 
interpretative variants of the New Testament and their 
reception in Reformation and modern translations. For 
Islam, the Islamic theologian Mouhanad Khorchide is 
working with the Islamic scholar Angelika Neuwirth of 
the Corpus Coranicum in Berlin to research exempla-
ry passages in the Quran on the subject of peace and 
violence. For Judaism, the liturgical scholar Clemens 
Leonhard is cooperating with Ben Gurion University in 
Be’er Scheva, Israel, to examine individual passages in 
the Passover-Haggadah. Read more 

© Wilfried Gerharz
© ZIT

© exc/Trustees of the 
British Museum

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/okt/News_Tagung_Quran.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/sep/News_Conference_Jerome_Xavier.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2020/aktuell/News_Tag_der_DH_Projekte.html
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Ring of Tolerance for Islamic theologian  
Mouhanad Khorchide 
In Cologne, the Islamic theologian Prof. Dr. Mouhanad Khorchide of  
the Cluster of Excellence has been awarded the “Ring of Tolerance” of the 
European Academy of Sciences and Arts. Read more

“WISSEN! Non-fiction prize” for the Arabic scholar  
Thomas Bauer 
The Arabic scholar Prof. Dr. Thomas Bauer from the Cluster of Excellence 
has received in Berlin the “WISSEN! Non-fiction prize” awarded by the 
Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft for the humanities for his book, Why 
there was no Islamic Middle Ages.

Historian and theologian Thomas Lentes has died 
The Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics” at the University of Münster is 
mourning the loss of its colleague Dr. Thomas Lentes, who died in Münster on 4 
May 2020. The highly regarded historian and theologian had held various roles at 
the University of Münster since 1988. Besides research stays in Paris, Los Angeles, 
Wassenaar, Munich, Weimar and Berlin, he was involved between 2009 and 2017 
in the Cluster of Excellence projects “Images of the Wound / The Wound as Image: 
Conceptions of the Passion in the Christian Pictorial Tradition and Pictorial Con-
cepts in the Art of the Modern Period”, and “The Heavenly Jerusalem as a Space of 
Religious-Political Imagination”.

“With Thomas Lentes, we are losing an extremely talented and inspiring colleague, 
and we will greatly miss his ideas and comments, his commitment in personal inter-
action. We will remember him with great respect”, write the current and former 
Speakers of the Cluster of Excellence, Nils Jansen, Detlef Pollack, Gerd Althoff, and 
Barbara Stollberg-Rilinger, as well as the Dean of the Faculty of Catholic Theology 
at the University of Münster, Clemens Leonhard, and the Head of the Centre for 
Christian Image Theory, Reinhard Hoeps, in the following obituary. 
The obituary

© exc

© Europäische Akademie der  
Wissenschaften und Künste

© wbg - Felix Müller

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/nov/News_Preis_Toleranzring_Mouhanad_Khorchide.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2020/aktuell/nachruf_dr_thomas_lentes.html 
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Social ethicist von Scheliha accepted into NRW Academy 
of Sciences and Arts
The Protestant theologian and social ethicist Arnulf von Scheliha from  
the Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics” has been accepted into the 
North Rhine-Westphalian Academy of Sciences and Arts in Düsseldorf.

Höffmann Science Prize for theologian Schmidt-Leukel  
The religious scholar Perry Schmidt-Leukel has been awarded the Höffmann 
Science Prize for Intercultural Competences by the University of Vechta. 
The Protestant theologian has been given the award, which is endowed  
with 10,000 euros, for his work in promoting better understanding between 
the religions.

Musicologist Dominik Höink awarded  
Hermann Abert Prize   
Musicologist Dominik Höink has been awarded the 2019 Hermann  
Abert Prize from the German Society for Music Research for his outstan-
ding research in the Cluster of Excellence. Read more

© AWK NRW - Andreas Endermann

© Universität Vechta

© MFK

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/okt/News_Auszeichnung_Dominik_Hoeink.html
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Early-career researchers

Early-career researchers

Graduate School launches new doctoral 
programme 

manities and social sciences investigate the dynamics of 
religion across epochs, and in particular the factors that 
make religion the engine of political and social change.

Conflict between religion and politics

The Graduate School offers doctoral students from 
the humanities and social sciences an interdisciplinary 
doctoral programme and promotes doctoral studies on 
themes from the area of conflict between religion and 
politics. At the same time, members of the Graduate 
School can participate independently in the interdisci-
plinary research of the Cluster of Excellence. In ad-
dition to seminars, workshops and conferences closely 
related to the research programme of the Cluster of 
Excellence, the doctoral programme also includes work-
shops to impart practical professional skills for careers 
within and outside academia.

“Obeying and shaping ” 
The political attitudes and actions of Jesuits in Chile 
between 1962 and 1983 are dealt with in the mono-
graph that was published in Spanish under the title 
“Santa Desobediencia. Jesuitas entre Democracia y Dic-
tadura en Chile, 1962–1983” by the historian Dr. Antje 
Schnoor. The book is a translation of her dissertation 
from the Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics”. 
Read more

Sufism in Turkey
The dissertation of the scholar of Islamic studies  
Cüneyd Yildirim deals with the Ottoman Sufi  
community of the Malāmatiyya, which was formed  
in the 19th century. It was written at the Cluster of 
Excellence “Religion and Politics”. Read more

© exc

The Graduate School of the Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics” has launched its new doctoral 
programme to promote early-career researchers. The 
wide spectrum of themes includes religious diversity in 
the Roman Middle East, violence in the Old Testament, 
and the rededication of buildings in medieval Spain 
(understood as characterizing cultural-religious con-
flicts). Research also investigates religious relations on 
the Ottoman-Habsburg border in the 18th century, the 
political influence of Protestant parliamentarians, and 
discourses on homosexuality in present-day Tanzania. 

The current funding phase will see 18 doctoral students 
from Arabic Studies, Jewish Studies, Philosophy, Protes-
tant and Catholic Theology, as well as Political Science, 
History and Literature, participating in the Cluster’s 
interdisciplinary research programme. The students will 
conduct research partly in single projects of the Clus-
ter of Excellence, and partly in their own dissertation 
projects.
 
Graduate School mentors have welcomed the new 
members of the Cluster of Excellence at a Welcome Day 
and introduced them to the research programme and 
organization of the Cluster of Excellence. Founded in 
2007, the Cluster is the largest of its kind, and among 
the oldest in Germany, as well as the only one that deals 
with the subject of religion. Around 140 researchers 
from 10 countries and from 20 disciplines in the hu-

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/jun/News_Dissertation_Schnoor.html 
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/jun/News_Dissertation_Yildirim.html 
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Unity in conflict
In his dissertation “Einheit im Konflikt” (Unity in Con-
flict), historian Lennart Pieper analyses the formation 
of dynasties between the 15th and 17th centuries using 
the numerous conflicts in the comital families of Lippe 
and Waldeck as examples. Read more

Violent language
In her dissertation Sarah Ströer analyses Elizabethan 
concepts of violent language and shows under which 
circumstances Elizabethans understood language use as 
violence. Read more

Holy Trickery
In his dissertation, the historian Tobias Hoffmann of 
the Cluster of Excellence examines the significance of 
trickery in the Middle Ages using the example of bi-
shops’ and abbots’ vitae. Read more

Interstate agreements in  
Greek sanctuaries 
In her dissertation, ancient historian Marie-Kathrin 
Drauschke aims at setting out and interpreting the 
practice of setting up inscribed interstate agreements 
in Greek sanctuaries from the beginnings until the late 
Hellenistic period. Read more

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/sep/News_Einheit_im_Konflikt.html 
https://www.peterlang.com/view/title/65697
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/aug/News_Heilige_Liste.html
https://www.verlagdrkovac.de/978-3-339-11068-8.htm?lang=english
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Research Communication

Research Communication 

First training programme in “Religious Journalism” 
The Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics” at the University of 
Münster and the ifp Catholic School of Journalism offer the first in-service 
training programme in Germany in “Religious Journalism”. The programme 
is designed to qualify media professionals to report on religions in pluralized 
societies in a nuanced and critical manner. The result of cooperation bet-
ween the ifp Catholic School of Journalism, the Cluster of Excellence, and 
the Catholic Academy in Berlin, the programme is the first of its kind in the 
German-speaking world, and will comprise seven modules taught at loca-
tions in Germany and abroad that are of relevance to religion. Read more

Exhibition “Small Disciplines – Great Potential” 
Jewish Studies and Islamic Studies, Sinology and Egyptology – small  
disciplines like these in the humanities are unfamiliar to many. The ex
hibition “Small Disciplines – Great Potential” at the University of Münster 
displays the astonishing research findings that they have yielded from all 
over the world, including in the Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Poli-
tics”. The exhibition was on display at the Archaeological Museum of the 
University of Münster from January to March 2020, and has now become 
a permanent exhibition in German language on the Cluster of Excellence’s 
website www.religion-und-politik.de/kleinefaecher. There, picture  
videos, stories and sharepics convey the diversity of research findings  
ranging from antiquity to the present day, and from China to the USA. 

Trailers and testimonials with professors and students provide a vivid insight 
into how small disciplines live and work. The exhibition is divided into 
three thematic areas – migration, sustainability and communication – and 
illustrates the depth and range of historical and cultural knowledge that 
small disciplines in the humanities contribute to understanding socie-
ties and their global challenges today. The exhibition is supported by the 
German Rectors’ Conference (Hochschulrektorenkonferenz), the Recto-
rate of the University of Münster, and faculties 8 and 9 at the University. 
Its cooperation partner is the Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics”, 
where the small disciplines play a large role, and the Centre for Research 
Communication.

Transfer News

©  ifp

©  exc/ zdf digital

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2020/aktuell/PM_Erstmals_Fortbildung_Fachjournalist_Religion.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/aktuelles/schwerpunkte/kleinefaecher/index.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/presse/index.shtml
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/presse/index.shtml
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New image brochure – “Religion and Politics. Dynamics 
of Tradition and Innovation” 
A new image brochure presents the Cluster of Excellence “Religion and  
Politics. Dynamics of Tradition and Innovation” to academics and the  
general public. The image brochure has as its title page the new key  
visual “Dynamics of Religion”, which the graphic designer and artist Stefan 
Matlik has designed. The image brochure uses short explanatory texts and 
photographs of members of the Cluster of Excellence to give academics and 
the general public an insight into the Cluster’s work. The brochure can be 
ordered in German and English (orders via religionundpolitik@uni-mu-
enster.de). Read more  

Student workshop on religious policy with  
politicians in Berlin 
Under the title “Religionspolitik goes future”, theology students from 
the University of Münster met with politicians and representatives of the 
parties’ youth organisations in Berlin. The workshop on religious policy was 
chaired by the Protestant theologians Prof. Dr. Arnulf von Scheliha and Uta 
Elisabeth Hohmann of the Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics”. 
Read more

„Münsters Wissen frisch gezapft!“  
In the lecture series “Münsters Wissen frisch gezapft!” (Münster’s knowledge 
freshly tapped!), researchers from the natural sciences and the humanities 
have reported on their work – in bars and restaurants. Egyptologist Prof. 
Dr. Angelika Lohwasser and historian PD Dr. Felicity Jensz from the Clus-
ter of Excellence participated. Read more 

©  Julian Lagemann

© exc

© CiM

mailto:religionundpolitik%40uni-muenster.de?subject=
mailto:religionundpolitik%40uni-muenster.de?subject=
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2020/aktuell/News_Neue_Imagebroschuere.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/jul/News_Diskussion_Religionspolitik.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/jun/News_Muensters_Wissen_frisch_gezapft.html
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Radio and TV 

Hinnerk Wißmann über Grundrechte und Corona 
(Prof. Dr. Hinnerk Wißmann, in: 3Sat „Kulturzeit“,  
14 April 2020)

Gesellschaftliche Debatte über Rücksicht ist  
notwendig (Prof. Dr. Nils Jansen, in: Deutschland-
funk Kultur, 10 April 2020)

Kirchen: Keine Antwort auf Corona (Prof. Dr. Detlef 
Pollack, in: WDR 5 Politikum, 22 April 2020)

„Wir brauchen Rituale“ (Prof. Dr. Barbara Stollberg-
Rilinger, in: Deutschlandfunk, 12 April 2020)

Ostern in Zeiten von Corona (Prof. Dr. Thomas 
Großbölting, in: 3Sat „Kulturzeit“, 9 April 2020)

Samstagsgespräch mit der Seuchenforscherin 
Katharina Wolff (WDR 3 „Gespräch am Samstag“,  
11 April 2020)

Mit der Pest kamen die Pogrome (Dr. Christian 
Scholl, in: Deutschlandfunk Kultur, 10 April 2020)

Guest contributions

Eine Zeit der Unterschiede (Prof. Dr. Hinnerk Wiß-
mann, in: FAZ, 6 April 2020, als „Was kommt nach 
dem Shutdown?“, in: FAZ online, 8 April 2020)

Geteiltes Leid (Prof. Dr. Nils Jansen and Prof. Dr. 
Sebastian Lohsse, in: FAZ Einspruch, 2 April 2020)

Alle Macht dem Virus? (Prof. Dr. Hinnerk Wißmann, 
in: FAZ, 20 March 2020)

Warum lauert die Polizei Spaziergängern auf? 
(Rechtswissenschaftler Prof. Dr. Oliver Lepsius, in: 
FAZ, 25 April 2020)

Corona-Krise: Der Kommunikations-Komplex  
(Viola van Melis, in: Frankfurter Rundschau online,  
16 April 2020)

„Wer über eine Corona-Diktatur redet, zeigt wenig 
Ahnung“ (Prof. Dr. Oliver Lepsius, in: Zeit online,  
13 May 2020)

Vom Niedergang grundrechtlicher Denkkate
gorien in der Corona-Pandemie (Prof. Dr. Oliver 
Lepsius, in: Verfassungsblog, 6 April 2020)

Rückkehr zu alten Mustern (Viola van Melis, in: 
DUZ Magazin online, 20 April 2020)

Press review 
Selected media contributions on the coronavirus pandemic

Print

Juden, Freimaurer, Corona-Krise: Wieso sind  
Menschen anfällig für Verschwörungstheorien? 
(Dr. Marcel Bubert, in: NZZ, 16 May 2020)

Rechtshistoriker fordert in Corona-Krise mehr 
Moral-Debatten (Prof. Dr. Nils Jansen, in: KNA,  
8 April 2020)

Gottesdienstverbote verstören konservative 
Christen (Prof. Dr. Detlef Pollack, in: Frankenpost,  
26 March 2020)

Wie viel Globalisierung ist gesund? (Ulrich Pfister, 
in: Wirtschaftswoche online, 12 March 2020)

Ein Paradoxon und jede Menge Zeit (Prof. Dr.  
Hinnerk Wißmann, in: FAZ, 20 March 2020)

https://www.zdf.de/kultur/kulturzeit/gespraech-mit-hinnerk-wissmann-100.html
https://www.deutschlandfunkkultur.de/moral-in-der-coronakrise-gesellschaftliche-debatte-ueber.1008.de.html?dram:article_id=474456
https://www.deutschlandfunkkultur.de/moral-in-der-coronakrise-gesellschaftliche-debatte-ueber.1008.de.html?dram:article_id=474456
https://www1.wdr.de/mediathek/audio/wdr5/wdr5-politikum-gespraech/audio-kirchen-keine-antwort-auf-corona-100.html
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/eingeschraenkte-osterfeierlichkeiten-wir-brauchen-rituale.694.de.html?dram:article_id=474520
https://www.3sat.de/kultur/kulturzeit/ostern-corona-100.html
https://www1.wdr.de/mediathek/audio/wdr3/wdr3-gespraech-am-samstag/audio-samstagsgespraech-mit-der-seuchenforscherin-katharina-wolff-100.html
https://www1.wdr.de/mediathek/audio/wdr3/wdr3-gespraech-am-samstag/audio-samstagsgespraech-mit-der-seuchenforscherin-katharina-wolff-100.html
https://www.deutschlandfunkkultur.de/pandemie-und-blutvergiessen-mit-der-pest-kamen-die-pogrome.1079.de.html?dram:article_id=474269
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/feuilleton/debatten/corona-regime-was-kommt-nach-dem-shutdown-16713012.html
https://www.faz.net/einspruch/klagewelle-nach-der-corona-krise-wie-kann-die-justiz-reagieren-16708408.html?GEPC=s9&premium=0x303b76e5d3fa7e3ecdbf745cce3089c5
https://zeitung.faz.net/faz/feuilleton/2020-03-20/alle-macht-dem-virus/439131.html
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/feuilleton/debatten/corona-regeln-warum-stoppt-die-polizei-spaziergaenger-16740427.html?premium=0x42029bf8f6ead47e41b77358a52538df%3FGEPC%3Ds9&premium=0x42029bf8f6ead47e41b77358a52538df
https://www.fr.de/kultur/gesellschaft/corona-krise-kommunikations-komplex-13652598.html
https://www.zeit.de/politik/deutschland/2020-05/corona-demonstrationen-grundrechtseinschraenkungen-verschwoerungstheorien-schutzmassnahmen
https://www.zeit.de/politik/deutschland/2020-05/corona-demonstrationen-grundrechtseinschraenkungen-verschwoerungstheorien-schutzmassnahmen
https://verfassungsblog.de/vom-niedergang-grundrechtlicher-denkkategorien-in-der-corona-pandemie/
https://verfassungsblog.de/vom-niedergang-grundrechtlicher-denkkategorien-in-der-corona-pandemie/
https://www.duz.de/beitrag/!/id/777/rueckkehr-zu-alten-mustern 
https://nzzas.nzz.ch/hintergrund/geschichte-von-verschwoerungstheorien-ld.1556926?reduced=true
https://nzzas.nzz.ch/hintergrund/geschichte-von-verschwoerungstheorien-ld.1556926?reduced=true
https://www.frankenpost.de/region/bayern/Gottesdienstverbote-verstoeren-konservative-Christen;art2832,7192732
https://www.frankenpost.de/region/bayern/Gottesdienstverbote-verstoeren-konservative-Christen;art2832,7192732
https://www.wiwo.de/my/unternehmen/industrie/coronavirus-wie-viel-globalisierung-ist-gesund/25636140.html?ticket=ST-101357-Di0mHA2Z0MdUN9i6Sidz-ap2
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/f-a-z-newsletter-ein-paradoxon-und-jede-menge-zeit-16687706.html
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Online

Entrevista: Professor Dr. Nils Jansen (In: migalhas.
com, 19 May 2020)

Koronavirüs kiliseleri paradoksa soktu (Prof. Dr. 
Detlef Pollack, in: Hürriyet online, 27 March 2020)

Wäre Quarantäne für Ältere möglich? (Prof. Dr. 
Hinnerk Wißmann, in: tagesschau.de, 14 April 2020)

Wird die Kirche gerade wirklich gebraucht?  
(Prof. Dr. Detlef Pollack, in: n-tv online, 19 April 
2020)

Viele Experten fordern Befristung für Corona- 
Gesetz (Prof. Dr. Hinnerk Wißmann, in: WDR 
„Nachrichten“ online, 6 April 2020)

Radio and TV 

Was glaubt Deutschland? Glaube contra Wissen 
(Prof. Dr. Perry Schmidt-Leukel, in: SWR Fernsehen,  
8 December 2019)

Die Geheimnisse der Akten (Prof. Dr. Hubert Wolf, 
in: Das Erste, 18 May 2020)

70 Jahre Grundgesetz - Geschichte und Praxis des 
Religionsunterrichts (Prof. Dr. Hinnerk Wißmann, 
in: ZDF „sonntags“, 19 May 2019, ab Min. 12:48)

Nicht für Gott und nicht fürs Vaterland (Prof. Dr. 
Nils Jansen, Prof. Dr. Detlef Pollack, in: Deutschland-
funk, 27 February 2020)

Zwischen Himmel und Erde (Religionswissenschaftler 
und Theologe Prof. Dr. Perry Schmidt-Leukel, in: ZDF 
„sonntags“, 19 April 2020)

Streik der katholischen Frauen - Maria 2.0 zieht 
Bilanz (Prof. Dr. Michael Seewald, in: ZDF „heute 
journal“, 19 Mai 2019, ab Min. 18:09)

Vatikan öffnet Geheimakten über Papst Pius XII. 
(Prof. Dr. Hubert Wolf, in: ARD Tagesthemen,  
2 March 2020)

„Burka-Verbot an Schulen und Unis wäre kontra-
produktiv“ (Prof. Dr. Ulrich Willems, in: Deutsch-
landfunk Tag für Tag, 7 February 2020)

Wie Religion in Familien weitergegeben wird  
(Prof. Dr. Christel Gärtner, in: Domradio.de,  
8 October 2019)

Lokalzeit goes global: Archäologe Engelbert  
Winter in der Türkei (Prof. Dr. Engelbert Winter, in: 
WDR „Lokalzeit Münsterland“, 16 September 2019)

Wie einfach darf der Glaube sein? (Prof. Dr.  
Thomas Bauer, in: DLF „Tag für Tag“, 15 August 2019)

Aktuell? - Marx Kritik der Ökonomie (Prof. Dr.  
Michael Quante, in: WDR 5 „Das philosophische 
Radio“, 03 January 2020)

Missbrauch-Akten beim Bistum Münster mangel-
haft geführt? (Prof. Dr. Thomas Großbölting, in: 
WDR Lokalzeit, 26 February 2020)

„Reform – Dieselbe Kirche anders denken“ (Prof. 
Dr. Michael Seewald, in: domradio.de, 29 June 2019)

Selected media contributions on other themes

Corona-Pandemie – Wie im Film (Katharina Wolff, 
in: Rheinische Post, 21 March 2020)

„Es ist menschlich Angst zu haben“ (Prof. Dr.  
Gerald Echterhoff, in: Westfälische Nachrichten,  
7 March 2020)

Corona: Ein Virus bringt uns an Grenzen der 
Menschlichkeit (Prof. Dr. Thomas Bauer, in:  
Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, 9 April 2020)

https://www.migalhas.com.br/coluna/german-report/327127/entrevista-professor-dr-nils-jansen
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/avrupa/koronavirus-kiliseleri-paradoksa-soktu-41479498
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/quarantaene-alte-menschen-corona-101.html
https://www.n-tv.de/panorama/Wird-die-Kirche-gerade-wirklich-gebraucht-article21723929.html
https://www1.wdr.de/nachrichten/landespolitik/experten-anhoerung-corona-pandemie-gesetz-100.html
https://www1.wdr.de/nachrichten/landespolitik/experten-anhoerung-corona-pandemie-gesetz-100.html
https://www.ardmediathek.de/ard/player/Y3JpZDovL3N3ci5kZS9hZXgvbzExODAzMzM/
https://www.daserste.de/information/reportage-dokumentation/dokus/videos/die-geheimnisse-der-akten-video-100.html
https://www.zdf.de/gesellschaft/sonntags/braucht-es-religionsunterricht-100.html
https://www.zdf.de/gesellschaft/sonntags/braucht-es-religionsunterricht-100.html
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/erforschung-der-emanzipation-des-rechts-nicht-fuer-gott-und.1148.de.html?dram:article_id=471128
https://www.zdf.de/gesellschaft/sonntags/zwischen-himmel-und-erde-104.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/multimedia/video/video-668891.html
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/politikwissenschaftler-ulrich-willems-burka-verbot-an.886.de.html?dram:article_id=469736
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/politikwissenschaftler-ulrich-willems-burka-verbot-an.886.de.html?dram:article_id=469736
https://www.domradio.de/audio/wie-religion-familien-weitergegeben-wird-ein-interview-mit-prof-dr-christel-gaertner
https://www1.wdr.de/mediathek/video/sendungen/lokalzeit-muensterland/video-lokalzeit-goes-global-archaeologe-engelbert-winter-in-der-tuerkei-100.html
https://www1.wdr.de/mediathek/video/sendungen/lokalzeit-muensterland/video-lokalzeit-goes-global-archaeologe-engelbert-winter-in-der-tuerkei-100.html
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/theologie-wie-einfach-darf-der-glaube-sein.886.de.html?dram:article_id=456282
https://www1.wdr.de/radio/wdr5/sendungen/philosophisches-radio/kapital-marx-erster-januar-100.html
https://www1.wdr.de/mediathek/video/sendungen/lokalzeit-muensterland/video-missbrauch-akten-beim-bistum-muenster-mangelhaft-gefuehrt-100.html
https://www1.wdr.de/mediathek/video/sendungen/lokalzeit-muensterland/video-missbrauch-akten-beim-bistum-muenster-mangelhaft-gefuehrt-100.html
https://www.domradio.de/audio/reform-dieselbe-kirche-anders-denken-ein-interview-mit-prof-michael-seewald-professor-fuer
https://rp-online.de/kultur/was-uns-hollywood-filme-ueber-seuchen-ueber-die-corona-krise-erzaehlen_aid-49663605
https://www.wn.de/Muenster/4164551-Sozialpsychologe-erklaert-wie-die-Psyche-auf-Bedrohungen-reagiert-Es-ist-menschlich-Angst-zu-haben
https://www.waz.de/kultur/corona-ein-virus-bringt-uns-an-grenzen-der-menschlichkeit-id228880957.html
https://www.waz.de/kultur/corona-ein-virus-bringt-uns-an-grenzen-der-menschlichkeit-id228880957.html
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Guest contributions and Interviews 

Ein Reich komme (Prof. Dr. Gerd Althoff, in: ZEIT 
Geschichte, 12 November 2019)

Der Papst, der wusste und schwieg (Prof. Dr.  
Hubert Wolf, in: Die ZEIT, 23 April 2020)

„Plötzlich wurde der Papst zum Sündenbock“ 
(Prof. Dr. Hubert Wolf, in: Die ZEIT, 23 April 2020)

Alternativlosigkeit ist Zukunftslosigkeit (Prof.  
Dr. Thomas Bauer, in: Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 
6 June 2019)

Das große Geheimnis Gott (Prof. Dr. Perry Schmidt-
Leukel, in: Publik-Forum 5/2020)

Wird es bald überall verheiratete Priester geben? 
(Prof. Dr. Michael Seewald, in: Spiegel+, 1 January 
2020)

Verdient euch das Vertrauen der Laien! (Prof. Dr. 
Barbara Stollberg-Rilinger, in: Der Tagesspiegel,  
4 November 2019)

Migration und Identitätskrise (Dr. Sarah  
Demmrich, in: Die Fontäne June 2019)

Mit der Heiligen Jungfrau zum Wahlsieg  
(Prof. Dr. Detlef Pollack, in: Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger,  
13 June 2019)

Ehe und Weihe stehen nicht gegeneinander  
(Prof. Dr. Hubert Wolf, in: Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung, 15 July 2019).

Es war ein Aufstand der Normalbürger (Prof. Dr. 
Detlef Pollack, in: Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung,  
12 July 2019)

Für ein besseres Verstehen (Prof. Dr. Perry Schmidt-
Leukel, in: UniVersum Uni Vechta Ausgabe 06 Nov/
Dec 2019)

Die Gesellschaft braucht die Expertise der  
Religionsforschung (Viola van Melis, in: Deutsche 
Universitätszeitung DUZ December 2019)

Print

Aufklären gegen Antisemitismus (Prof. Dr. Arnulf 
von Scheliha, Prof. Dr. Hubert Wolf and Prof. Dr. 
Mouhanad Khorchide, in: Münstersche Zeitung  
Münster, 20 December 2019)

Fachjournalist für Religion (Exzellenzcluster „Reli-
gion und Politik“, in: Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 
1 February 2020)

Blütezeit der arabischen Literatur entdeckt (Prof. 
Dr. Thomas Bauer, in: Islamische Zeitung, 5 March 
2020)

Man redet lang und viel (Prof. Dr. Michael Seewald, 
in: FAZ, 30 March 2020)

Die Seele einer Fuchsnatur (Prof. Dr. Barbara Stoll-
berg-Rilinger, in: Süddeutsche Zeitung, 27 May 2019)

„Wir kennen unsere Todesart“ (Prof. Dr. Hubert 
Wolf, in: Die ZEIT, 23 April 2020)

Über Ländergrenzen hinweg (Dr. Matthias Hoesch, 
in: Deutsche Universitätszeitung DUZ, 21 June 2019)

Wenn Päpste peinlich werden (Prof. Dr. Michael 
Seewald, in: Deutschlandfunk „Tag für Tag“, 18 July 
2019)

Papst Franziskus ruft zur Ordnung (Prof. Dr.  
Hubert Wolf, in: WDR 5 „Diesseits von Eden“,  
30 June 2019)

Yoga mit Jesus – Religiöse Zweisprachigkeit  
(Prof. Dr. Perry Schmidt-Leukel, in: Deutschlandfunk 
„Tag für Tag“, 21 April 2020)

Die Einsamkeit des Priesters – Wie zeitgemäß  
ist der Zölibat? (Prof. Dr. Hubert Wolf, in: SWR 2 
online „Leben & Gesellschaft“, 1 August 2019)

https://www.zeit.de/zeit-geschichte/2019/06/heiliges-roemisches-reich-reichsgruendung-otto-der-grosse
https://www.zeit.de/2020/18/papst-pius-xii-holocaust-akten-information
https://www.zeit.de/2020/18/hubert-wolf-papst-pius-xii-akten-holocaust-schuld
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/feuilleton/debatten/thomas-bauer-zur-verwahrlosung-der-geisteswissenschaftlichen-bildung-16223001.html
https://www.publik-forum.de/Religion-Kirchen/das-grosse-geheimnis
https://www.spiegel.de/kultur/katholische-kirche-wird-es-bald-ueberall-verheiratete-priester-geben-a-d0016529-e244-44f3-ab57-5bfe13334945
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/wissen/wissenschaft-in-zeiten-globaler-krisen-verdient-euch-das-vertrauen-der-laien/25184348.html
https://diefontaene.de/2019/08/02/migration-und-identitaetskrise-interview-mit-dr-sarah-demmrich/
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/feuilleton/debatten/warum-eine-aufhebung-des-zoelibats-kein-traditionsbruch-ist-16284232.html
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/feuilleton/debatten/historischer-irrglaube-zur-ddr-aufraeumen-der-mauerfall-legende-16279957.html
https://www.duz.de/beitrag/!/id/707/gesellschaft-braucht-religionsforschung
https://www.duz.de/beitrag/!/id/707/gesellschaft-braucht-religionsforschung
https://www.wn.de/Muenster/4071849-Religionen-im-Diskurs-Aufklaeren-gegen-Antisemitismus
https://zeitung.faz.net/faz/medien/2020-02-01/1e75483748947be51ba471f39d6c7c44/
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/kultur/leibniztag-die-seele-einer-fuchsnatur-1.4463040
https://www.zeit.de/2020/18/holocaust-vatikan-zweiter-weltkrieg-briefe-hilferuf
https://www.duz.de/beitrag/!/id/645/ueber-laendergrenzen-hinweg
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/katholische-kirche-wenn-paepste-peinlich-werden.886.de.html?dram:article_id=453944
https://www1.wdr.de/mediathek/audio/wdr5/wdr5-diesseits-von-eden/audio-papst-franziskus-ruft-zur-ordnung-100.html
https://ondemand-mp3.dradio.de/file/dradio/2020/04/21/yoga_mit_jesus_religioese_zweisprachigkeit_dlf_20200421_1652_bf41b001.mp3
https://www.swr.de/swr2/leben-und-gesellschaft/Diskussion-Die-Einsamkeit-des-Priesters-Wie-zeitgemaess-ist-der-Zoelibat,av-o1140872-100.html
https://www.swr.de/swr2/leben-und-gesellschaft/Diskussion-Die-Einsamkeit-des-Priesters-Wie-zeitgemaess-ist-der-Zoelibat,av-o1140872-100.html
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Den Engeln ähnlich (Prof. Dr. Hubert Wolf, in: Süd-
deutsche Zeitung, 13 July 2019)

Mit altem Wissen die Gegenwart besser verste-
hen (Prof. Dr. Achim Lichtenberger, Prof. Dr. Angelika 
Lohwasser, Viola van Melis, in: Wissen.leben Ausgabe 
December 2019/ January 2020)

Kleine Fächer - einfach unverzichtbar (Prof. Dr. 
Achim Lichtenberger, in: Westfälische Nachrichten, 11 
January 2020)

Neue Ausstellung im Archäologischen Museum 
(Prof. Dr. Achim Lichtenberger and Prof. Dr. Angelika 
Lohwasser, in: Münstersche Zeitung online, 10 January 
2020)

Eine formgebende Kraft, die den Menschen lenkt 
(Prof. Dr. Martina Wagner-Egelhaaf, in: Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung, 28 September 2019)

Ist der Ramadan noch zeitgemäß? (Prof. Dr.  
Mouhanad Khorchide, in: Rheinische Post Düsseldorf, 
4 June 2019)

Uni gibt 42-Kilo-Kopf zurück nach Italien (Prof. Dr. 
Achim Lichtenberger, in: Bild Westfalen, 6 June 2019)

Experten: Pläne zum Islam-Unterricht in NRW 
nicht ausgereift (Prof. Dr. Hinnerk Wißmann, in: 
KNA Basisdienst, 29 May 2019)

Theologe Seewald fordert neue Debattenkultur in 
der Kirche (Prof. Dr. Michael Seewald, in: KNA Basis-
dienst, 28 June 2019)

Die Angst vor den Robotern (Prof. Dr. Ulrich  
Pfister, in: Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung,  
16 June 2019)

„Junge Alte - alte Junge“ (Prof. Dr. Christel Gärtner, 
in: Westfälische Nachrichten Steinfurt, 15 June 2019)

Doliche birgt weiter Geheimnisse (Prof. Dr.  
Engelbert Winter, in: Westfälische Nachrichten,  
28 August 2019)

So lest doch nur, wie bös sie waren! (Prof. Dr. 
Johannes Hahn, in: Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung,  
21 September 2019)

Historiker untersucht Missbrauch (Prof. Dr.  
Thomas Großbölting, in: General-Anzeiger,  
19 September 2019)

Geschützter Raum oder Ghetto – Schwimmbad  
für Muslime umstritten (Dr. Dina El Omari, in:  
Der Tagesspiegel, 18 December 2019)

Undurchsichtige Transfers (Prof. Dr. Matthias  
Casper, in: Handelsblatt, 20 November 2019)

Online

Pope Pius XII knew Jews were being killed, 
researcher says (Prof. Dr. Hubert Wolf, in: The Wa-
shington Post online, 29 April 2020)

Memo to Trump: Greenland isn‘t Denmark‘s to 
sell (PD Dr. Felicity Jensz, in: The Sydney Morning 
Herald online, 22 August 2019)

Persönlichkeit für Integration wichtiger als  
Religion (Prof. Dr. Mitja Back, in: sr.de, 21 May 
2019)

New Insight into the Limits of Self-Insight (Prof. 
Dr. Mitja Back, in: Psychology Today online, 30 Sep-
tember 2019)

German-Danish team unearth building in Jerash 
destroyed by earthquake in 749AD (Prof. Dr. 
Achim Lichtenberger, in: jordantimes.com, 2 June 
2019)

Ehrenrettung für die Mitte (Prof. Dr. Bernd  
Schlipphak, in: Süddeutsche Zeitung online, 14 August 
2019)

Hilfe, es geht abwärts! (Prof. Dr. Detlef Pollack, in: 
ZEIT online, 30 May 2019)

Darf ein Christ AfD wählen? Facharbeit zum The-
ma ausgezeichnet (Prof. Dr. Clemens Leonhard, in: 
Kirche+Leben Netz, 4 July 2019)

https://www.sueddeutsche.de/kultur/zoelibat-kirche-hubert-wolf-1.4522081
https://www.muensterschezeitung.de/Lokales/Staedte/Muenster/4091493-Kleine-Faecher-forschten-zu-aktuellen-Themen-Neue-Ausstellung-im-Archaeologischen-Museum
https://interaktiv.rp-online.de/ueber-den-deutschen-ramadan-im-21-jahrhundert
https://www.bild.de/regional/ruhrgebiet/ruhrgebiet-aktuell/muenster-dieser-kopf-kehrt-nach-55-jahren-nach-hause-zurueck-62429036.bild.html
https://www.wn.de/Muenster/Muenster/3931485-Deutsche-Forschungsgemeinschaft-bewilligt-Grabungsprojekt-der-Uni-Doliche-birgt-weiter-Geheimnisse
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/feuilleton/buecher/rezensionen/sachbuch/catherine-nixeys-heiliger-zorn-wie-die-fruehen-christen-die-antike-zerstoerten-16395208.html
https://www.handelsblatt.com/finanzen/banken-versicherungen/undurchsichtige-transfers-wie-geldwaescher-mit-hawala-banking-geld-in-andere-staaten-transferieren/25245524.html?ticket=ST-3480315-W2Srf7cfAh2bemu7O2VT-ap3
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/04/29/vatican-pope-pius-records-holocaust/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/04/29/vatican-pope-pius-records-holocaust/
https://www.smh.com.au/world/europe/memo-to-trump-greenland-isn-t-denmark-s-to-sell-20190822-p52joi.html
https://www.smh.com.au/world/europe/memo-to-trump-greenland-isn-t-denmark-s-to-sell-20190822-p52joi.html
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/brain-waves/201909/new-insight-the-limits-self-insight
https://archaeologynewsnetwork.blogspot.com/2019/06/german-danish-team-unearth-building-in.html
https://archaeologynewsnetwork.blogspot.com/2019/06/german-danish-team-unearth-building-in.html
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/rechtsextremismus-rechtsruck-mitte-gesellschaft-sozialwissenschaften-1.4489983
https://www.zeit.de/2019/23/saekularisierung-kirche-staat-freikirchen-endzeit-studie
https://www.kirche-und-leben.de/artikel/darf-ein-christ-afd-waehlen-facharbeit-zum-thema-ausgezeichnet/
https://www.kirche-und-leben.de/artikel/darf-ein-christ-afd-waehlen-facharbeit-zum-thema-ausgezeichnet/
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Zwischen Koran und Grundgesetz (Prof. Dr.  
Mouhanad Khorchide, in: Deutschlandfunk online,  
12 January 2020)

Pope Francis reaches out to Catholics in Thailand 
and Japan (Prof. Dr. Perry Schmidt-Leukel, in:  
Deutsche Welle online, 20 November 2019

Wie Hawala-Banking funktioniert (Prof. Dr.  
Matthias Casper, in: ZDF online, 19 November 2019)

Buch von Islamwissenschaftler aus Münster  
ausgezeichnet (Prof. Dr. Thomas Bauer, in: Die Welt 
online, 6 June 2019)

Braucht die Kirche eine neue Botschaft? (Prof. Dr. 
Perry Schmidt-Leukel, in: bild.de, 8 June 2019)

Der vielfältige Aufschwung der Spiritualität (Prof. 
Dr. Detlef Pollack, in: katholisch.de, 6 June 2019)

Flüchtlinge: Erfolgsfaktoren für eine gelungene 
Integration (Prof. Dr. Mitja Back, in: marktforschung.
de, 23 May 2019)

Religiöse und ethnische Konflikte sind Alltag in 
Myanmar (Prof. Dr. Perry Schmidt-Leukel, in: my-
science.de, 21 May 2019

Von Anwälten und Atomkraftwerken lernen (Prof. 
Dr. Fabian Wittreck, in: Legal Tribune Online, 14 
September 2019)

Welche Stimme hat die Kirche in einer pluralen 
Gesellschaft? (Prof. Dr. Thomas Großbölting, in: 
katholisch.de, 2 October 2019)

https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/debatte-um-deutschen-islam-zwischen-koran-und-grundgesetz.724.de.html?dram:article_id=467685
https://www.dw.com/en/pope-francis-reaches-out-to-catholics-in-thailand-and-japan/a-51314662
https://www.dw.com/en/pope-francis-reaches-out-to-catholics-in-thailand-and-japan/a-51314662
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/heute/hawala-banking-traditionelle-ueberweisungen-kriminalitaet-100.html
https://www.welt.de/regionales/nrw/article194854863/Buch-von-Islamwissenschaftler-aus-Muenster-ausgezeichnet.html
https://www.welt.de/regionales/nrw/article194854863/Buch-von-Islamwissenschaftler-aus-Muenster-ausgezeichnet.html
https://www.bild.de/politik/inland/politik/kirchen-zaehlen-ueber-367-000-austritte-braucht-es-eine-neue-botschaft-62497612.bild.html
https://www.katholisch.de/artikel/21817-der-vielfaeltige-aufschwung-der-spiritualitaet
https://www.marktforschung.de/aktuelles/marktforschung/fluechtlinge-erfolgsfaktoren-fuer-eine-gelungene-integration/
https://www.marktforschung.de/aktuelles/marktforschung/fluechtlinge-erfolgsfaktoren-fuer-eine-gelungene-integration/
https://www.myscience.de/news/wire/religioese_und_ethnische_konflikte_sind_alltag_in_myanmar-2019-uni-muenster
https://www.myscience.de/news/wire/religioese_und_ethnische_konflikte_sind_alltag_in_myanmar-2019-uni-muenster
https://www.lto.de/recht/justiz/j/fehlerkultur-in-der-justiz-richterbund-veranstaltung-berlin-austausch-anwaelte-wissenschaft/
https://www.katholisch.de/artikel/23121-welche-stimme-hat-die-kirche-in-einer-pluralen-gesellschaft
https://www.katholisch.de/artikel/23121-welche-stimme-hat-die-kirche-in-einer-pluralen-gesellschaft
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Publications

Publications

Althoff, Gerd/ Krems, Eva-Bettina/ Meier, Christel/ Thamer, Hans-Ulrich 
(eds.): Frieden: Theorien, Bilder, Strategien von der Antike bis zur 
Gegenwart, Dresden: Sandstein Verlag 2019.

Atwal, Jyoti / Fleßenkämper, Iris (eds.): Gender and Violence in Historical 
and Contemporary Perspectives. Situating India, London: Routledge 2019.

Bayertz, Kurt/ Hoesch, Matthias (eds.): Die Gestaltbarkeit der Geschichte, 
Hamburg: Felix Meiner Verlag 2019. 

Jansen, Nils: Recht und gesellschaftliche Differenzierung. Fünf Studien 
zur Genese des Rechts und seiner Wissenschaft, Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 
2019.

Knitter, Paul/ Race, Alan (eds.): New Paths for Interreligious Theology: 
Perry Schmidt-Leukel‘s Fractal Interpretation of Religious Diversity, 
Maryknoll: Orbis Books 2019.

Wolf, Hubert: Verdammtes Licht. Der Katholizismus und die Aufklärung, 
Munich: C.H.Beck 2019.

Wolf, Hubert: Zölibat. 16 Thesen, Munich: C.H.Beck 2019.

Research spanning 
several epochs 

Publications on 
Religion in the  
Modern Period

Árnason, Jóhann Páll: Weltliche Autonomie und Religion in der Konsti
tution der Moderne. Soziologische und sozialphilosophische Zugänge 
(Blumenberg-Vorlesungen, vol. 3), Freiburg i. Br.: Herder Verlag 2019.

Blaschke, Olaf: Die Kirchen und der Nationalsozialismus (Sonderausgabe 
in der Schriftenreihe der Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung, vol. 10377), 
Bonn 2019.

Fateh-Moghadam, Bijan: Die religiös-weltanschauliche Neutralität des 
Strafrechts. Zur strafrechtlichen Beobachtung religiöser Pluralität  
(Jus Poenale, vol. 16), Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 2019.

The research results of the Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics” are published regularly. Publications from 
the past few months can be found here. Click on the bibliography for further information. Further publications in 
the internet.

https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/sep/News_buch_Geschlecht_Gewalt_Indien.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/sep/News_buch_Geschlecht_Gewalt_Indien.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/okt/PM_Als_sich_das_Recht_von_Religion_und_Politik_emanzipierte.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/okt/PM_Als_sich_das_Recht_von_Religion_und_Politik_emanzipierte.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/okt/News_New_Paths.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/okt/News_New_Paths.html
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/en/book/die-religioes-weltanschauliche-neutralitaet-des-strafrechts-9783161537660?no_cache=1https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/buch/die-religioes-weltanschauliche-neutralitaet-des-strafrechts-9783161537660
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/en/book/die-religioes-weltanschauliche-neutralitaet-des-strafrechts-9783161537660?no_cache=1https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/buch/die-religioes-weltanschauliche-neutralitaet-des-strafrechts-9783161537660
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/publikationen/start.shtml
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Fuchs, Doris/ Kalfagianni Agni, Hayden Anders (eds.): Routledge  
Handbook of Global Sustainability Governance, New York & Abingdon: 
Routledge 2020.

Gärtner, Christel/ Pickel, Gert (eds.): Schlüsselwerke der Religions
soziologie (Veröffentlichungen der Sektion Religionssoziologie der Deutschen 
Gesellschaft für Soziologie), Wiesbaden: Springer VS 2019.

Gärtner, Christel/ Gutmann, Thomas/ Mesch, Walter et al. (eds.): Normative 
Krisen. Verflüssigung und Verfestigung von Normen und normativen 
Diskursen, Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 2019.

Hahn, Elisabeth/ Back, Mitja et al. (2019): Predictors of Refugee Adjust-
ment: The Importance of Cognitive Skills and Personality. Collabra: 
Psychology, 5 (1), 23. 

Juergensmeyer, Mark: Krieg und Religion. Erkundungen einer ambivalen-
ten Verbindung (Blumenberg-Vorlesungen, vol. 4), Freiburg i. Br.: Herder 
Verlag 2019.

Koch, Felix / Mohseni, Amir / Schweikard, David P. (eds.): Analytische 
Rechtsphilosophie. Grundlagentexte, Berlin: Suhrkamp 2019.

Mai, Johanna Judith: Möglichkeiten der Integration islamischen Rechts 
in das deutsche Rechtssystem. Überlegungen zum Familien- und  
Erbrecht am Modell Singapur (Schriften zum Religionsrecht, vol. 10),  
Baden-Baden: Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft 2019.

Reiß, Tim: Diskurstheorie der Demokratie und Religion (Studien zur  
Politischen Soziologie, vol. 37), Baden-Baden: Nomos 2019.

Schmidt-Leukel, Perry: Buddha Mind – Christ Mind. A Christian  
Commentary on the Bodhicaryāvatāra. With a new translation by Ernst 
Steinkellner and Cynthia Peck-Kubaczek (Christian Commentaries on Non-
Christian Sacred Texts 9), Leuven: Peeters 2019. 

Seewald, Michael: Reform – Dieselbe Kirche anders denken, Freiburg: 
Herder 2019.

Seewald, Michael/ Schüller, Thomas (eds.): Die Lehrkompetenz der  
Bischofskonferenz. Dogmatische und kirchenrechtliche Perspektiven, 
Regensburg: Verlag Friedrich Pustet 2020.

Von Scheliha, Arnulf / Bernhard, Justus, (eds.): Emanuel Hirsch: Christliche 
Rechenschaft I. ‚Erläuterungen‘ zum ‚Leitfaden zur christlichen Lehre‘, 
Kamen: Hartmut Spenner 2020.

Althoff, Gerd: Rules and Rituals in Medieval Power Games. A German 
Perspective (Medieval Law and Its Practice, vol. 29), Leiden et al.: Brill 2020.

Bartschat, Swantje: Dschihad der Zunge, des Stifts und des Schwertes? 
Vierzig Dschihad Hadithe im Vergleich (Kultur, Recht und Politik in  
muslimischen Gesellschaften, vol. 40,2), Baden-Baden: Ergon-Verlag 2019.

Publications on  
Religion in the 
Middle Ages

https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-Global-Sustainability-Governance-1st-Edition/Kalfagianni-Fuchs-Hayden/p/book/9781138048287
https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-Global-Sustainability-Governance-1st-Edition/Kalfagianni-Fuchs-Hayden/p/book/9781138048287
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/okt/News_Buch_Schluesselwerke_der_Religionssoziologie.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/okt/News_Buch_Schluesselwerke_der_Religionssoziologie.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/jul/News_Normative_Krisen.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/jul/News_Normative_Krisen.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/jul/News_Normative_Krisen.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/news/view.php?cmdid=10284&lang=en
https://www.uni-muenster.de/news/view.php?cmdid=10284&lang=en
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/okt/News_Buddha_Mind_Christ_Mind.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/okt/News_Buddha_Mind_Christ_Mind.html
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/jun/News_Reform_Seewald.html
https://brill.com/view/title/55694
https://brill.com/view/title/55694
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Publications  
on Religion in the 
Antique Period

Achenbach, Reinhard / Ramond, Sophie (eds.): Aux commencements – 
Création et temporalité dans la Bible et dans son contexte culturel. 
Collected Essays on Creation and Temporality in Ancient Near Eastern 
and Biblical Texts (Beihefte zur Zeitschrift für Altorientalische und Biblische 
Rechtsgeschichte, vol. 24), Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag 2019.

Achenbach, Reinhard (ed.): Persische Reichspolitik und lokale Heilig
tümer. Beiträge einer Tagung des Exzellenzclusters „Religion und 
Politik in den Kulturen der Vormoderne und der Moderne“ vom 24.-26. 
Februar 2016 in Münster (Beihefte zur Zeitschrift für Altorientalische und 
Biblische Rechtsgeschichte, vol. 25), Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz 2019. 

Drauschke, Marie-Kathrin: Die Aufstellung zwischenstaatlicher Verein
barungen in griechischen Heiligtümern (Studien zur Geschichtsforschung 
des Altertums, vol. 40), Hamburg: Dr Kovač 2019.

Crispin, David: „Ihr Gott kämpft jeden Tag für sie“. Krieg, Gewalt und 
religiöse Vorstellungen in der Frühzeit der Kreuzzüge (1095–1187), 
Leiden et al.: Verlag Ferdinand Schöningh 2019.

Freitag, Klaus / Haake, Matthias (eds.): Griechische Heiligtümer als Hand-
lungsorte. Zur Multifunktionalität supralokaler Heiligtümer von der 
frühen Archaik bis in die römische Kaiserzeit, Stuttgart: Franz Steiner 
Verlag 2019.

Pieper, Lennart: Einheit im Konflikt. Dynastiebildung in den Grafen
häusern Lippe und Waldeck in Spätmittelalter und Früher Neuzeit 
(Norm und Struktur. Studien zum sozialen Wandel in Mittelalter und Früher 
Neuzeit), Vienna et al.: Böhlau Verlag 2019

Spreckelmeier, Susanne: Bibelepisches Erzählen vom „Transitus Mariae“ 
im Mittelalter. Diskurshistorische Studien (Literatur – Theorie –  
Geschichte, vol. 14), Berlin/Boston: Walter de Gruyter 2019.

Ströer, Sarah: Violent Language and Its Use in Religious Conflicts in  
Elizabethan England. Discourses on Values and Norms in the  
Marprelate Controversy (1588/89) (Münsteraner Monographien zur  
englischen Literatur, vol. 40), Berlin et al.: Peter Lang 2019.   

© Mohr Siebeck, Brill, Herder, Peeters, SalTerrae, Routledge, Mohr Siebeck,  
UAH/ Ediciones, Springer VS, Sandstein, Meiner, Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung, C.H.Beck, Herder

https://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de/Aux_commencements_%E2%80%93_Cr%C3%A9ation_et_temporalit%C3%A9_dans_la_Bible_et_dans_son_contexte_culturel/titel_6375.ahtml
https://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de/Aux_commencements_%E2%80%93_Cr%C3%A9ation_et_temporalit%C3%A9_dans_la_Bible_et_dans_son_contexte_culturel/titel_6375.ahtml
https://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de/Aux_commencements_%E2%80%93_Cr%C3%A9ation_et_temporalit%C3%A9_dans_la_Bible_et_dans_son_contexte_culturel/titel_6375.ahtml
https://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de/Aux_commencements_%E2%80%93_Cr%C3%A9ation_et_temporalit%C3%A9_dans_la_Bible_et_dans_son_contexte_culturel/titel_6375.ahtml
https://www.verlagdrkovac.de/978-3-339-11068-8.htm?lang=english
https://www.verlagdrkovac.de/978-3-339-11068-8.htm?lang=english
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/sep/News_Einheit_im_Konflikt.html 
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Politik/en/aktuelles/2019/sep/News_Einheit_im_Konflikt.html 
https://www.peterlang.com/view/title/65697
https://www.peterlang.com/view/title/65697
https://www.peterlang.com/view/title/65697
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The Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics. Dynamics of Tradition and 
Innovation” has been investigating since 2007 the complex relationship bet-
ween religion and politics across eras and cultures. The 140 researchers from 
20 disciplines in the humanities and social sciences will focus in the funding 
phase from 2019 to 2025 on the “dynamics of tradition and innovation”. 
Epoch-spanning studies will analyze from antiquity to the present day the 
factors that make religion the motor of political and social change. Particular 
attention will be paid to the paradox that religions often develop their inno-
vative potential by drawing on their traditions. The researchers concentrate 
on the monotheistic religions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, and on their 
polytheistic precursors. The focus of interest is on Europe and the Mediter-
ranean region, as well as on their entanglements with the Near East, Africa, 
North and Latin America. The Cluster of Excellence is the largest of its kind in 
Germany; and, of the Clusters of Excellence, one of the oldest and the only 
one in the country that deals with the issue of religion. The Cluster will be fun-
ded to the amount of 31 million euros from 2019 to 2025.
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